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Dear Hal, 



I 0 urx letter of the 4th arrived today. Thanks for it and thfc ennjosures. 

It seemd as though Shaw has two different stories'* he saw 0 giving out the leaflets 
8nd he was in his office and didn t see it# Perhaps, of course, Ue has been mis- 
quoted. I do not no- recall that he had been interviewed by Garrison earlier than 
the day he was charged but 1 suppose he was# il*0# has been iar from my mind lately# 

1*11 be interested in comparing the Core 5/67 account with what he told 
me late in 1968, when we became friendly# I would expect no major difference, for 
I am satisfied he wee honest and forthright with me# He also told me he prepared a 
memo, as I recall it# H e was quite upset about 0 doing that. He was in touch with the 
FBI over it, etc# Core 1 s responsibility 7/as pr, and ho would have been concerned 
over any picketing. 

If J.ane had anything to offer that was new it would have had to be 
sromeone elsehs# "^his is one of tne things that is so hurtful to the rest oi us, 
those who know nothing original getting the at entioa os the experts end saying nothing 
new, rehe shl t:~ the ast, and thereby convincing the media tuera is nothing new. 

T'.is, alas, is also true of Penn, who probably said things you were too tactful to 
repeat. But he is satisfied that Cary , Vince, Kay ana I arc ’’agents' of some kind# 

The poor fellow has flipped. KranMy, I think it is good for the pprancia not to 
be aired, and it is too baa that the trash is# For two years Penn has been saying we 

have a few days only, advising others to flea the country, etc. /.liile there is 

ground for discouragement, his is aggravated by his own inability .vnile on the spot 
to come ur with anything solid# I took him. with me on those interviews where _ t was 
possible, end ho was flabbergasted, asking, wh -n he saw ifc, "-how do you do it” ( He 
didn’t try. x invited him in to see. Z with me but he declined on the ground % th an 
would not talk to me. He v/as also surprised at bile radio and TV I did (and he was there 
for both). They both invited me back! 

It is ut + er hogwash that Senders "exposed" Bexley. Sanders had left 
th? office not later than J une (and t r j t was much too late!) and Boxley was there 
until December. Relieve me, 1 know how he left, end why, end Sanders had nothing 
to do with it. You also should know# If Box triad to recruit Sadlers for the CIA., 
that alone war anted firing him, which the CIA did, apr.-arently® Penn also knows 

much better. Sanders knew Boxley in N.O. and to the oast of my knowledge. Box s picture 

was not in the N.O. papers# If it was, T.hat issue didn't reach me# bliy not ask G ary 
Sj unless y'Hi meant him, and ask him to send me a copy# knows better, tooin# 

With Garrison running tne office, tnere was little need to infiltrate it 
at the top. I have had my suspicions about. one of the lawyers, but there is nothing 
I can do about it and it remains but an unconfirmed suspicion. I Might not guess 
accurately from your meager clue# However, there is one men on the stuf^. (you mention 
Tom) who Tom would have sought cut in connection v/itii the book he was working on# 

^om is six authentic jazz expert, I’m told, and had done some records# ^00 wss once 
assistant manager of one of tha better places# Vdien he was here we took him to dinner 
at tha home of a friend, who was playing old jazz records# He challenged Moo to identify 
the singers, and Moo did, ticking them off accurately, including the one that floored 
our host, A1 Hibting. My mend, a real buff, was much impressed# Andrews is quite 
a jazz musician# The first or the second Saturday in November 1967 he invited me to a 
jam session at which he ?/as playing# u s hes mc’d there also# It is natural Tom would huv< 
looked him up# T always understood Tom’s first knowledge of the investigation came irom 
Andrews# Tom came to me through Penn, which is no black mark against lenn, for he was 
sent to Penn by a great guy, Matt Herron, a friend of Vince’s when he lived in hila# 

bo, it would seem that an effort is being made to make nothii.ng of something and vice 



versa* Penn’s wife had doubts about ^om in early 1967* ^ asked her about him, because 
he seamed strange to me then* As it turned out, he was also incompetent • 

Is Herrick s wrist limp, too? Im would not be unhappy if he does a 
play, Cor it would bomb? ^nless it is crooked enogfeh* 



The suicide of Hcrth's daughter was unknown to .=.6* Pretty awful 



wa s to do it • 



111 . 

Glad you are going over f Please do net discuss 3ny of the contents 
except withPouJ. and Jim* I'd appreciate any suggestions* There will be more to 
the apr ndix, a chapter on the LG trial (this was done before that was overt) and 
e few o- her goodies I already have in hand* 



Penn was pretty open in his insanities in L*A* It would noo offend me if 
you were to repeat anything he may have said, and it might be helful to know, for it 
seems rrobatle to n;e that these originate with Boxley, not him* “Jhile ^a have never 
said (or believed) that Box&ey was with Garrison for the CIA, I also recognize it is p 
possible, % 0 wn opinion i that he is sick. And, I regret to say, Ponn is also* 

Penn wrote that nasty piece about c "task force of eastern critics" goi^g to i\*C* 
without s leaking by ms, Ho had been supposed tc come tc sea ire and dim t* 1 wrote him 
weekly and Ue didn t answer* Garrison asked Bexley to confront "them", meaning me, and 
Boxley refused. I was within 10 feet of Garrison and there is no ’mistaking what 1 heard* 
Boxley was also in II. 0. during that period, clandestinely, and would not face me* 

Veil, Penn cut me off his mailing list im.adi t-ly. I hove no idea what else he may 
have orinted* He told others it wee because I hand ' t paid for the subscription* uavo 
you env idea how ir^ny of my books he sold without paying me? And then got more for which 
1 remain unpaid? TliatJdU hot like Penn, tut it did happen* % the wey, let me know 
anything you hear of Jo-1 Palmer, including his address, nnd tell him nothing, not even 
the time of day. and Box&§ry, elded by Turner, manufactured ^literally) ^uite a 
fairy tale they almost pulled off* i t would have b eon the end tff everything, believe 
me* When you are here again, or I am there. I'll tell you* I a pi knows some of it* 
x believe x told hi. , then* 



It is not 3 1 all pretty, out v;e have to live wita it. AH bus time 
Boxley was working 0; . tae case, wnat did he come un with? B'o you know s single thing 
that didn 0 t belong in the toilet? A singl. thing that G coulu cr did use, or my«ne? 

And he vw'z on it full time, with much time in N.C. He scorns to have spent most of 
his time not on fairy tales convincing J in he was shout tc be killed end the rest 
convincing him it was an FEI cell, not a CIA one, etc. No CIA interest or involvement 
et all, only FBI/ pul lea it on me, too, tut I didn^t cuy, 3o he drop od it* But 
he did convinced JG* had nothing at ell, not a single blessed things. The one thing 
he got that might have had value Palmer showed me but it was net in the office! 

Turner wss backing him up, steadily and in writing, on oil the fittions* And mai ufactures 
including in N.C. And if you can think o : e single solid tiling Turner came up with, 
cr even anything that was not a real heartache in N.O., please tell ms* It is a very 
bad situation, el, and a very dangerous one, for there is too much we do not know about 
motive behind these things, end I deem it unjust to jump tc serious conclusions. However, 
about the fact of who dir act did not do whet, there remains nc question* Only the 
"why" ner-ds answering. 



Pst bedtime* e ast regards, 



